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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

' MONTOOIEHY, ALABAMA 

The words t h a t  I w i l l  u t t e r  t on igh t  were w r i t t e n  t h i s  morn- 

a t  an a l t i t u d e  of 38,000 f e e t  on a j e t  plane from ing  as 1 f l ew 

New Yo1-k t o  Atlanta, Georgia. A s  t h a t  g lganic  instrument s t r e t c h e d  

i t s  wings through the  a i r  l i k e  an eagle  and  moved smoothly toward 

i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  many thoughts ran through my mind. On t h e  one 

hand I thought of how the  technologica l  developments of t h e  United 

S t a t e s h a  

th re sho ld  of the  futube.  

had helped us  t o  drawf d is tance  and p l ace  t h e  in chaing, 1: 

thought of how we had c m e d  highways through t h e  s t r a t o s p h e r e  , 
and how our j e t  p lanes  had compressed in  t o  minute d i s t ances  t h a t  

once took days. 

d brought t h e  n a t i o n  and tb w o r l K t o  an awe-inspiring 

1, thought of 'how our s c i e n t i f i c  genius  

On the  o the r  hand I thought of t h a t  b r u t a l  mob 

i n  Alabama and the  r a i g n  of t e r r o r  t h a t  had engulfed Anniston, 

Birmingham and Montgomery, I thought o f  t h e  t r a g i c  express ions  

of mmts inhumanity t o  m a n  t h a t  still e x i s t  i n  c e b t a i n  s e c t i o n s  

of our country,  

c o n t r a s t ,  th i s  t r a g i a  gul f .  Through our s c i e n t i f i c  and technolo- 

g i c a l  developments we have l i f t e d  our heads t o  the  skys and y e t  

our feet a re  s t i l l  f i r m l y  planted in the  muck of barbarism a n d  

ravTnE hat red .  Indeed t h i s  i s  America's ch ief  moral dilemma. And 

u n l e s s  t h e  Nation grapples  wi th  this  dilemma f o r t h r i g h t l y  'and f i rmly ,  

she w i l l  be r e l ega ted  t o  a second rate. power i n  the. world.  The 

p r i c e  t h a t  America must pay f o r  the  continued oppression of the 

I could not  help being concerned about t h i s  g l a r i n g  

Negi-0 i s  t he  p r i c e  of i t s  own des t ruc t ion ,  

defense aga ins t  communism i s  to t ske  the  offense f o r  j u s t i c e ,  f r e e -  

America1s g r e a t e s t  

dam, m d  hijrnan dignity, 
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delimrna k d  a d e s i r e  t o  br ing the  n a t i o n  t o  a r e a l i z a t i o n  or” i t s  

noble dream, We a r e  a l l  deeply indebted t o  CORE for t h i s  c r e a t i v e  

iden ,  These courageous freedom r i d e r s  have faced  ugly and howling 

mobs i n  order  t o  arou8e t h e  doz ing  conscience  o f  the n a t i o n ,  Some 

o f  CYharm a r e  now h o s p i t a l i z e d  RS a r e s u l t  of p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y ,  They 

have accepted blows without r e t a l i a t i o n ,  One day a l l  o f  America 

w i l l  be proud o f  t h e i r  achievements, 

Over t h e  p a s t  few days Alabama has boen t h e  soene ofa-litxmkl 

re ign.  of t e r r o r o  

t o  the  t r a g i c  days of H i t l e r r s  Germany,, 

It has sunk t o  a l e v e l  of b k b a r i t g  comparable ..U. , 

Now who is respons ib le  f o r  t h i s  derk n i g h t  o f  t e r r o r  i n  Ala- 

bama? C e r t a i n l y  the  mob i t s e l f  must be condemned, When people 

sink t o  such Q low l e v e l  o f  hatred and e v i l  t h a t  they w i l l  bea t  

unmercifully non-violont men a n d  women, they should be apprehended 

and prosecuted on the  b a s i s  of tho crime they have committod. But 

the  u l t i m a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for tho hideous a c t i o n  i n  Alabama l a s t  

week must be placed a t  t h e  doorsbeps o f  t h e  Governor of t h i s  S t a t e ,  

His c o n s i s t e n t  preaching of defiance of t h e  l a w ,  his 

publ ic  prouncemonts, and h i s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a c t i o n s  c rea ted  t h e  
Vftrfolio 

I .  . atmosphere i n  which v i o l e n c e  could t h r i v e ,  When t h e  governor of a 

a t a t e  w i l l  urge people t o  def‘y t h e  Law o f  t h e  Land, and t e a c h  them 

. t o  d i s r e s p e c t  the Supreme Court,  he i s  comsciously and unconsciously 

a id ing  and a b e t t i n g  tho f o r c e s  of v i o l e n c e ,  

Among the  many sobering lossons  t h a t  wo can l e a r n  from t h e  
, 

ovents o f  the  p a s t  week i s  t h a t  t h e  deep South w i l l  not impose 

l imits  upon itsolf, The limits must be imposed from without. Unless 
the Fedoral  Go ernment acts f o r t h r i g h t l y  in the  South t o  assuro 
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every ~ r , t i a e n  h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  we w i l l  be plunged i n t o  

anrk abyss of chaos. Tho f e d o r a l  governmont must not  s t and  

i d l y  by while blood t h i r s t y  mobs bea t  non-violent s t u d e n t s  with 

impunity. 

The f a m i l i a r  c r y  o f  s t a t e  r i g h t s  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  come up a t  

this  time. The South w i l l  nrgue t h a t  Fede ra l  i n t o r v e n t i o n  i s  an 

invasion of the  Rights  o f  Sta t e s .  W o  mush answer t h i s  argunicnt 

by mdring i t  c l o n r  t h a t  we t o o  be l ieve  i n  S t a t e  Rights ,  140 a r e  

committed t o  Jofforsonian domocrncy and would no t  want t o  S Q G  

a complote contral ization/govermmnt.  
of 

But a l though S t a t e s  must 
.. ~ 

- 
nave Rights, no S t a t e  must havo the r i g h t  t o  do wrong. We must 

not  allow s t a t o  wrongs t o  e x i s t  under t h e  banner of S t a t e  Rights ,  

To deny ind iv idua l s  tho r i g h t  t o  vote  through t h r e a t s  , in t imida t ions  

and o ther  i n s i d i o u s  mothods i s  n o t  a S t a t e  Right,  But a S t a t o  

r. 

Wrong, To trample over a peoplo with t h e  i r o n  f e o t  of economic 

e x p l o i t a t i o n  i s  no t  a S t a t e  Right,  but  a S t a t e  Wrong, To keep a 

group of poople confined t o  nas ty  slums a n d  d i r t y  hovels i s  not  

a S t a t e  R i g h t ,  but  a S t a t e  Wronge T o  confine c e r t a i n  c i5 i zens  t o  

segregated sc'hools and deprive them of an equal  educat ion i s  a 

S t a t e  Wrong moving under the  guise  of a S t a t e  Right ,  To allow 

hooded p e r p e t r a t o r s  of violonce and v i c ious  mobs t o  bea t ,  kick 

and-even k i l l  people who only tmnt t o  be free i s  a S t a t e  Wrong 

without one s c i n t i l l a  of r i g h t ,  

a r e  R igh t ,  

. .._ . 

1Je a r e  f o r  S t a t 0  Rights  when they 

The o the r  f a m i l i a r  c ry  t h a t  we w i l l  hear  i s  t h a t  freedom 

r i d e r s ,  t h e  f o d e r a l  government and no o thor  agency c a n . f o r c e  in-  

t e g r a t i o n  upon the South, Morals, they argue, cannot be l e g i s -  

l a t e d ,  
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b t h i s  we must answer it may be true thRt morals cannot be l o g i s -  -+ 

latod,ubut Y behavior - can be regulated, It may be true that laws 

cn?. federal action cannot chango bad intornal attitudes, but they 

can control tho external effects of those Internal attitudes, Tho 

8 - - -- 
law may not be .able to make a man love me, but it can lcoep him 

-I 

fromlynching 
4 \ 

me The fact is that the habits , if not tho 
5f men have beon, and are being changed everyday by federal action. - 

Tho recent deve lopmont s in Alabama should challenge us mor0 
0 

than ever befwe to delve deeper into the struggle for froedom 

in this State, There must now be P full scale non-vlblent assault 
on the system of segregation in Alabama, 15 a few days 1 will 

call a moeting of tho exocutivo board o f  the Southorn Christian 

Leadership Conference to map plans  f o r  n massive campaign to end 

segregation in AlabaXm, This will include an intensified votor 

registration drive, a. determined effort to integrate tho public 

schools, lunch counters, public parks, theaters etc. In short, 

we will seck to mobilize thousmds of poople, committed to tho 

method of non-violence, who will physically identify themselvss 

with the  struggle to end segrogation in Alabama, We will prcsent 

our physical bodiea as instruments to dof'oat the unjust systsm, 

We cclnnot in a l l  good CoziSbionce sit complacently by whilo 

Alabama has no respeot for law and order and while it continuos 

t o  impose upon the Negro the most inhumm form of oppression, Wo 

must stand up now not for oursolves alone, but in order to carry 

our nation back to those great wells of democracy which were dug 

deep by tho founding fathers In the formulation o f  the Constitution 

and the Declaration o f  Indepondonca, If Alabama continues to f o l l o w  

I ts prosent course of defiance, lawlessness, and Hitlorism, the 
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h 

imege of the Uz5ted S t a t e s  w i l l  bo i r r o p a r a b h  soarred and the 

r e s u l t e  may be f a t a l  In torms z f  CLUT n r t i o n a l  s u r v i v a l r  

AS I c lose  mny 1 s t rong ly  urge you to cont inue t o  fo l low 

The freedom r i d e r s  have given us  a tho p a t h  of non-v io lmce ,  

magnificonqo examplo of  stvong courageous action dovoid violonco 

This  I m convincod i s  our  most c roa t ive  way t o  break looso f o r  

t h e  para lyz ing  shacklos of segregnt ion,  

i n  Alnbama, El iss i ss ippi ,  and tho docp South gene ra l ly ,  we w i l l  f ace  

difficult days, i h g r y  passims of t h e  oppos i t ion  w i l l  bo arousod. 

Honesty impolls mo t o  aClmit t h a t  wo aro i n  f o r  a season of suffering. 

I pray t h a t  recognizing t h e  necessity of s u f f e r i n g  we w i l l  make of‘ 

i t  a v i r t u e o  T c  suffor  i n  a r igh toous  cau30 i s  t o  grow t o  our 

humenityts f u l l  s t n t u r o ,  

vision t o  ,900 the o rdea l s  of t N s  gonorat ion as the  opportuni ty  

As we i n t e n s i f y  our effort:, 

- 

If only t o  aave ourselvos,  wo need the 

t o  transform ourselvos and American s o c i e t y ,  

s o  i n  t h e  days ahoad l o t  us n o t  sink into t h e  quicksnnds of 

violence.; r a t h e r  let us s tand  on tho high ground of l o v o  and non- 

i n j u r y ,  Let us oontinue t o  be strong s p i r i t u a l  m i l s  t h a t  w i l l  

weer out many n phys ica l  hammer, 
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YhESIDENT OF 6 / @Sal/ -040 

DELIVERED AT A 
CONFERENCE 

SUJ??AY, MAY 21,  1 9 6 1  
F I B T  BAPTIST CHURCH 
MONTOOPERY , ALABAMA 

/ 

The words that  I w i l l  u t t e r  tonight  were w r i t t e n  t h i s  morn- 

a t  an a l t i t u d e  o f  38,000 f e e t  on a j e t  plane from ing as I flew 

New York t o  Atlanta, Georgia,  As that g i g a n i c  instrument s t r e t c h e d  

i t s  wings 

i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  many thoughts ran through my mind. On t h e  one 

hand I thought o f  how the  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  developments o f  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  ha 

t h r e s h o l d  of the  f u t u b e ,  

through t h e  a i r  l i k e  an e a g l e  and moved smoothly toward 

d brought the  n a t i o n  and tb w o r l c t o  an awe-inspiring 

1, thought of 'how our s c i e n t i f i c  genius 

had helped us t o  drawf d is tance  and place t h e  in chaing,,  I 

thought o f  how we had c m e d  highways through t h e  s t ra tosphere  

and how our j e t  planes  had compressed i n  t o  minute distances t h a t  

once t o o k  days, 

in Alabama and t h e  r a i g n  o f  t e r r o r  that  had engulfed Anniston, 

Birmingham and Montgomery, I thought o f  t h e  t r a g i c  express ions  

of manls inhumanity t o  man that  s t i l l  exis t  i n  c e b t a i n  s e c t i o n s  

of our country. 

c o n t r a s t ,  th i s  t r a g i o  gul f .  Through our s c i e n t i f i c  and technolo-  

g i c a l  developments we have l i f t e d  our heads t o  the  skys and y e t  

our f e e t  a r e  s t i l l  firmly planted in the  muck of barbarism and 

r a d n l  hatred.  Indeed t h i s  is Aner ica fs  c h i e f  moral dilemma, And 

u n l e s s  t h e  Nation grapples  with this  dilemma f o r t h r i g h t l y  'and firmly, 

she w i l l  be r e l e g a t e d  t o  a second 

p r i c e  that America must pay for the  continued oppression o f  the 

Negro i s  t h e  p r i c e  of i t s  own destruc t ion .  

defense  a g a i n s t  communism is to tEke the offense f o r  j u s t i c e ,  f r e e -  

dom, Rnd himan dignity .  

On the  o t h e r  hand I thought o f  tha t  b r u t a l  mob 

- 
I could not help being concerned about t h i s  g l a r i n g  

rate. power i n  the. world. The 

America's g r e a t e s t  
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! P .- The Freedom Ride. grew out of a recogn i t ion  of the h e r l o r n  

dellmma k d  a d e s i r e  t o  br ing  the  n a t i o n  t o  a r e a l i z a t i o n  of i t s  

noble dream, We w e  a l l  deoply indebted t o  CORE f o r  t h i s  c r e a t i v e  

Idea,  These courageous freedom r i d e r s  have faced ugly and howling 

mobs i n  o rde r  t o  arouse t h e  dozing conscience of the na t ion ,  Some 

of Sham, a r e  now h o s p i t a l i z e d  as a r e s u l t  of p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y ,  They 

have accepted blows without r e t a l i a t i o n .  One day all of America 

w i l l  be proud of t h e i r  achievements, 

Over t h e  p a s t  few days Alabama has been t h e  s o m e  o f a - 1 5 k m a l  
... r e i p .  of terror,,  

t o  the  t r a g i c  days of Hltlerts Germany,* 

It has sunk t o  a l e v e l  of b k b a r i t y  comparable 

Now who is respons ib le  f o r  this dark n i g h t  of t e r r o r  i n  Ala- 

b m a ?  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  mob i t s e l f  must be condemned. When people 

sink to such  a low l e v e l  of ha t r ed  and evil tha t  they w i l l  beat 

unmercifully non-violont men and women, they should be apprehended 

and prosecuted on the  b a s i s  of t h o  crime they have committed. But 

t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for tho hldeous a c t i o n  i n  Alabama l a s t  

week must be placed a t  t h e  doorsbeps of t h e  Governor of t h i s  S t a t e ,  

His c o n s i s t e n t  preaching of d e f l m c e  of t h e  l a w ,  f i i s  

p u b l l c  prouncemonts, and h i s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  ac t ions  c rea ted  t h e  

atmosphere i n  which v io lence  could t h r i v e ,  When t h e  governor of Q 

a t a t o  w i l l  urge people t o  defy t h e  Law of t h e  Land, and t each  them 

t o  d i s r e s p e c t  t he  Supreme Court, he is comsciously and unconsciously 

a i d i n g  and a b e t t i n g  tho f o r c e s  of violence.  

e 

V l t r t o l i o  

. 

Among the  many sobering lossons t h a t  uo can l e a r n  from the  

events  of the  p a s t  week i s  t h a t  t h e  deep South w i l l  no t  Impose 

limits upon i t s e l f ,  The limits must be imposed from without,  Unless 

t h e  Fedoral Go ernment a c t s  f o r t h r i g h t l y  In t h e  South t o  assure  

e 
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every c t t iaen  his c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  we w i l l  be plunged i n t o  

aark  abyss of chaos. The f e d e r a l  governmont must no t  s t and  

i d l y  by while blood t h i r s t y  mobs bea t  non-violent s tudon t s  with 

L. 

impunity. 

The f a m i l i a r  c r y  of s t n t e  r i g h t s  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  corn up a t  

this time. The South w i l l  nrguo t h a t  Fede ra l  i n t o r v e n t i o n  i s  an 

invas ion  of t h e  Rights  of Sta t e s .  Wd musk answer th i s  argument 

by mdring it c l e a r  t h a t  we t o o  be l ieve  in S t a t e  Rights ,  W e  a r e  

committed t o  Jof forsonlan  domocrocy and would not want t o  soe 

a complete contralization/goverrumnt. 

hove Rights ,  no S t a t e  must havo the r i g h t  t o  do wrong. We must 

of 
But al though S t a t e s  ,must - 

not allow s t a t o  wrongs t o  e x i s t  under the banner of S t a t o  Rights.  

To deny ind iv idua l s  tho r ig l i t  t o  vo te  through t h r e a t s  , In t imida t ions  

and o the r  i n s i d i o u s  mothods I s  n o t  a S t a t e  Right ,  But Q S t a t e  

Wrong, T o  trample over a people with t h e  I r o n  f e e t  of economic 

e x p l o i t a t i o n  i s  n o t  a S t a t e  R i g h t ,  but a S t a t e  Wrong, To keep a 

group of people confined t o  nas ty  slums and d i r t y  hovels i s  not  

a S t a t e  Right ,  bu t  a S t a t e  Wrongs T o  confine c e r t a i n  CiLYizens t o  

segrega ted  sc'hools and  deprive them of an equal  educat ion i s  a 

S t a t e  Wrong moving under t h e  guise of a S t a t e  Right .  T o  allow 

hooded p e r p e t r a t o r s  of violonce and v i c ious  mobs t o  bea t ,  k i c k  
.. and-even kill people who only want t o  be free is a S t a t e  Wrong 

without  one s c i n t i l l a  of r i g h t .  1Je a r e  f o r  S t a t e  Rights  when they 

are R igh t ,  

The o t h e r  familier cry t h a t  we w i l l  hear  i s  t h a t  freedom 

r i d e r s ,  t h e  f o d e r a l  government and no o thor  agency c a n . f o r c e  in-  

t e g r a t i o n  upon the South. Morals, they argue, cannot be l e g i s -  

l a t e d .  
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&hi s  we must answer it may be t r u e  tht morals cannot be l o g i s -  

la tod, .but  behavior c a n  be regulated.  It may be t r u e  that laws 
c 

I __I 

me. f edora l  a c t i o n  cannot chango bad i n t e r n a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  bu t  they 

can c o n t r o l  tho e x t e r n a l  e f f e c t s  of those i n t e r n a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  Tho 

law may not be 

-g me, The f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e  h a b i t s ,  If not tho h o a t a  

jf men have beon, and a re  being changed everyday by f e d e r a l  ac t ion ,  

7 

_I_ 

.able t o  make a man love me, but  I t  can ltoep him 
-I 

e 

Tho recent  developmonts i n  Alabama should chal lenge us m o m  

than ever b e r m e  t o  delve deeper i n t o  t he  s t rugg le  for froedom 

i n  this S t a t e .  There must now be P full scale  non-viblent assault  

on the  system of segrega t ion  in Alabama, Iii R few days I w i l l  

c a l l  a meeting of t h o  exocutivo board of t h e  Southorn C h r i s t i a n  

Leadership Conf'eronce t o  map plans f o r  B massive campaign t o  and 

segrega t ion  in Alabama. This w i l l  include an i n t e n s i f i e d  votor  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  dr ive ,  a. determinod e f f o r t  t o  i n t e g r a t e  tho publ ic  

schools, lunch  counters ,  publ ic  parks, t h e a t s r s  e t c .  In shor t ,  

we w i l l  seek t o  mobil ize  thousmds of people, committed t o  t h o  

method of non-violence,  who w i l l  phys ica l ly  I d e n t i f y  themselvos 

w i t h  t h e  s t rugg le  t o  end segregation i n  Alabama, 

our phys ica l  bodiea as inst ruments  t o  dofca t  the  un jus t  system, 

We c w o t  i n  a l l  good eonbbionce s i t  complacently by whilo 

Alabama has no respeot  f o r  law and order  Rnd while  Lt continuos 

t o  impose upon the  Negro the  most  inhumun form of oppression, WQ 

must s t a n d  up now not for oursolves a lone,  but i n  order  t o  car ry  

our n a t i o n  back t o  those  grea t  wells of democracy which wero dug 

deep by t h o  founding f a t h e r s  i n  the  formulat ion of the  Cons t i tu t ion  

and the Declara t ion  of hdepondenco, 

i ts prosent  course of  defiance, lawlessness ,  and H i t l o r i s m ,  t he  

We w i l l  prcsent  

If Alabama cont inues t o  follow 
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imnge of the U,tl:ted S t a t e s  will bo l r roparnblo  marred and the 

r e s u l t - e  may be fa ta l  in t o m  3? QUI' nCtIOna1 S U m i V a ~ ,  

'AS I c l o s e  mny I s t r o n g l y  urge you t o  continue t o  follow 

The freedom r i d e r s  have given us a tho path of non-violmce. 

magnificonno oxmplo of stFong couraGeous a c t i o n  dovoid vio lonco  . 
This I am convincod i s  our most c r o a t i v e  way t o  break looso for 

t h e  para lyz ing  shackles o f  segregnt ioa ,  As we i n t e n s i f y  our efforts 

i n  Alnbama, Mississippi ,  and tho docp South g e n e r a l l y ,  we will faca 

difficult  days,  rltlgry passims o f  t h e  opposi t ion w i l l  bo aroused. 

Honesty i m p o l l s  mo t o  admit that wo a r o  in for a aoa90n o f  suffering.. 

I pray t h a t  recogniz ing  t h e  nocoss i ty  o f  s u f f o r i n g  we w i l l  make of . 

- 

I t  a vir tuee  Tc s u f f o r  in a r ighteous  causo is  t o  grow t o  our 

humenityts full s t a t u r o .  If only t o  save ourse lvos ,  we need the 

. vision to soo t h e  ordeals of this gonorntion as the opportunity 

t o  transform ourselvos and American s o c i o t y .  

so  in the  days ahead l o t  us not si& i n t o  t h e  quicksands of 

violence.; rather l o t  us stand on tho high ground o f  lovo and non- 

i n j u r y ,  L e t  us oontinue t o  be strong s p i r i t u a l  m i l s  t h a t  w i l l  

wecr out many n physical hammer. 

. .. . 
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